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Background
India’s nutrition agenda has entered a critical implementation phase, with the Government of India placing renewed emphasis on strengthening last-mile delivery systems under POSHAN 2.0, Saksham Anganwadi, and the Aspirational Districts and Aspirational Blocks Programmes (ADP/ABP). These initiatives provide a clear national framework for improving maternal and child nutrition outcomes through convergence, data-driven targeting, and decentralized action.
At the same time, the Department of Public Enterprises (DPE) has actively encouraged Central Public Sector Enterprises (CPSEs) to align Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) investments with priority national development goals and geographies, particularly Aspirational Districts. 
Parallelly, the Pankhudi Guidelines issued by the Ministry of Women and Child Development (MWCD) provide a structured framework for nutrition-focused CSR engagement, particularly for strengthening Anganwadi systems, maternal and child nutrition services, and community-level infrastructure.
Despite substantial CSR expenditure across sectors, investments in nutrition and early childhood development continue to remain fragmented, dispersed across geographies, and insufficiently aligned to district-level deprivation and government priorities. This limits the ability of CSR investments to generate measurable improvements in broad nutrition indicators and system strengthening outcomes.
The recently signed Statement of Intent (SoI) between NITI Aayog and UNICEF India establishes an enabling framework to catalyze  CSR investments towards high-burden geographies and priority nutrition indicators.
In this context, UNICEF India, through the I4N platform, proposes to convene a high-level national dialogue bringing together leadership from NITI Aayog, DPE, MWCD, Ministry of Corporate Affairs, CPSEs, private sector partners, development institutions, and technical experts to operationalize a more coordinated and outcome-driven CSR ecosystem for nutrition.
Strategic Context
This convening is positioned not as a standalone consultation, but a strategic forum to strengthen the architecture through which CSR investments can be systematically directed towards priority geographies and interventions identified under ADP, ABP and aligned with achieving the national goals of Poshan 2.0
Purpose of the Program
The convening aims to create convergence between the key stakeholders so that Aspirational districts and blocks have focused CSR investments for key nutrition development programmes.  
At this convening the following objectives are envisaged
· Insights from Government of India on the importance of catalytic investments by the business ecosystem of India in the AD’s and AB’s. 
· Facilitating dialogues and ideation among key stakeholders for focused investments in high-burden and underserved geographies identified through NITI Aayog’s prioritization frameworks
· Building a coordinated ecosystem that moves beyond fragmented CSR approaches toward measurable, district-level nutrition outcomes
· Showcasing scalable models of CSR-supported nutrition systems strengthening and Anganwadi transformation
Intended Long term Results (post convening) 
· Greater alignment of CSR investments with national nutrition priorities and high-burden geographies
· Increased investments in nutrition-sensitive infrastructure and service delivery systems at the last mile
· Identification of replicable partnership models that can be scaled nationally 


Draft Agenda
(Duration: Full Day)

Session 1: Inaugural
	Time
	Session
	Speaker / Lead* 

	10:00 – 10:10
	Welcome Remarks
	UNICEF Representative / Deputy Representative

	10:10 – 10:25
	Engaging CPSEs in CSR for National Priorities
	Sh. Lucas L Kamsuan. Joint Secretary, Department of Public Enterprises

	10:25 – 10:40
	Special Address: Poshan 2.0 and Saksham Anganwadi Priorities
	Ms. Radhika Jha, Joint Secretary, MWCD

	10:40 – 10:55
	Special Address : Strengthening the enabling ecosystem for strategic and impactful CSR engagement
	Joint Secretary, MCA

	10:55-11:10
	Keynote Address: Aspirational Districts  & blocks: Convergence – Partnerships and Last mile Development
	Shri Rohit Kumar, Additional Secretary, NITI Aayog and Mission Director, Aspirational Districts and Aspirational Blocks Program



Session 2: Thematic Perspectives on CSR and Nutrition
	Time
	Session
	Speaker / Lead

	11:10- 11:20
	DPE CSR Mapping and Priority Areas for CPSE Investments
	Shri Kailash Bhandari, DPE

	11:20 – 11:30
	Aspirational Block Development Programme and Targeted Geographies
	Shri Gaurav Katiyar, NITI Aayog

	11:30 – 11:40
	Role of Businesses in Leveraging CSR for Nutrition Outcomes
	Bo Beiskjaer, Chief of Resource Mobilization and Partnerships, UNICEF India



Tea Break
11:40 – 12:00
Session 3: Technical Session – Strengthening Nutrition Systems
	Time
	Session
	Speaker / Lead

	12:00 – 12:20
	Nutrition Priorities and Systems Strengthening
	Ms. Marie Claude, Chief of Nutrition, UNICEF

	12:20 – 12:40
	Strategic Investments in Nutrition Ecosystem
	Mr. Hemang Shah, Director, CIFF

	12:40 – 01:00
	Open Floor Q&A / Reflections
	



Lunch Break
01:00 – 02:00
Session 4: CPSE Showcases – Best Practices in Nutrition CSR
	Time
	Session
	Speaker / Lead

	02:00 – 03:15
	Presentations by 5 Leading CPSEs (10–12 mins each + brief Q&A)
	CPSEs nominated by DPE



Session 5: Panel Discussion – Integrating Pankhudi Guidelines into CSR
	Time
	Session
	Speaker / Lead

	03:15 – 04:00
	Panel Discussion: Scaling Nutrition Impact through CSR
	Moderated by Dr. Sameer Pawar, Nutrition Specialist, UNICEF

	
	Panelists
	4 CSR Leaders (CPSEs & Or Private Sector)



Session 6: Way Forward and Closing
	Time
	Session
	Speaker / Lead

	04:00 – 04:15
	Key Takeaways and Next Steps
	UNICEF

	04:15 – 04:30
	Closing Interaction / Informal Networking
	All Participants


*Invited: yet to confirm
